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Principal Points - Chad Smith 
Happy December to Everyone! 

(This is the month that goes by too quickly!) 
 

Please take extra time during these early days of winter to ensure students are 
equipped for any last minute weather changes. We, at times, see the  
weatherman predict a slight inch of snow to only find out it becomes three  
then four then . . .so always be ready! 
 
With regards to school changes, as shared on our district web site: 
“Present or imminent weather conditions (ice, snow, or fog) and power or water 
related causes are the most common reasons for school delay and closing decisions. 
A delay or closure decision is preferred by 5:45 AM, though some situations and conditions require 
decisions to hold into the 6:00 AM hour. In the event of a delay or closure need, the superintendent 
or his designee will notify television and radio stations of the nature of delay or cancellation. The 
School Connects message system will be put in motion such that phone and email notification to all 
families and employees is made as early as possible. Additionally, the ZCS website 
(www.zcs.k12.in.us) will carry the delay or closure information at the same time.” 
 
If you have not returned your emergency form for early dismissal, please do this soon.  Please call 
our front office with any questions. 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their various roles in our Canned Food Drive!  Great job!   
We have great appreciation for all the volunteers and help provided for this event.  Thank you! 
 
This is a great time of year for traditions. There is nothing like family and the first snow! Please  
take time to share those great books and stories that you so cherished as a child. Those memories are 
special gifts that we share with our children. 
 
I wish you and your family a very safe and Happy Holiday Season! 
Chad Smith 

Kirsten Wujek -  PTO President 

The busy holiday season is upon us and we too at PTO have been busy.  Just this week, the  
Enrichment Committee reviewed 25 PVE teacher grant requests and made recommendations for 
over $ 5000 to be awarded to “innovative projects that help enhance PVE students’ learning  
experiences.”  I was greatly impressed with the grant requests by our teachers.  I was and am also 
continually thankful to the parent volunteers that took an evening out of their busy schedules to  
review all the grant requests.   
 
Another successful Movie Night.  Thank you Chairs Carolyn Goebel, Amy Kiefer and Jill Bonnell 
for making a wonderful experience for our students.   
 
Food Drive collected over 3,000 items.  What a wonderful way for us to share of our bounty with 
those in need.  Gina Duffey and Kristen Marron are applauded loudly for their daily work on this 
worthwhile project.  
 
There are more things to come - A fantastic Arts Fair is being planned as well as PVE’s WALK 
ACROSS AMERICA.  Walk Across America will have it’s kick-off on January 6th.  Each student 
will be receiving a Walk Across America shirt to keep.  Teachers will be  
wearing pedometers and tracking steps as we walk across the U.S.  We will 
begin a walking program during recess for students and look forward to  
parents signing up as volunteers to help.  Stay tuned for more information  
coming home in January. 
 
Wishing you a very happy holiday season!  Kirsten Wujek 
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Fundraising — It Helps Pay For Programs 
Many thanks to everyone who donated money through the PTO "Opt-Out Program; purchased Innisbrook Gift Wrap;  

and purchased books at the "Scholastic Book Fair". 

The monies raised help fund the many PTO  programs at our school including: 
 

Early Literacy - Kindergarten         Young Authors - 1st Grade 
States Fair - 2nd Grade            Shark Dissection - 3rd Grade 
Indiana T-shirts - 4th Grade   After-School Movies 
Arts Festival     End of The Year Carnival 
Convocations      Early Readers     
Food Drive      Young Hoosier Books 
Guidance materials and books   Kokomo Beach Day 
Library & Classroom Books   Life Skills supplies and materials 
Music and Art Items (instruments and supplies) Open House and Ice Cream Social 
Peer Facilitators (high school students)    P. E. & Indoor/Outdoor Recess Items 
Reading Counts/ Reading Comprehension Games       School Grounds Beautification 
Staff Breakfasts, Luncheons, and Birthdays,                Student Directory   
Teacher Grants for Special Classroom Items 

Are you interested in donating any "End of the Year" monies to the PTO?  We are a tax-deductible organization.  Please make your 
check out to PVE PTO and send it in to school in an envelope marked "End of the Year PTO."  PTO has been able to maintain it's 
current support of programs at PVE - which is making an even bigger impact this year because of state funding cuts to schools.  Be 

sure to check with your employee to see if they have a gift matching program in place that extends down to primary schools.  
Sometimes your employee will even double your gift.  Thank you for your consideration.  

Questions?  Contact Molly Griffin at 873-1616 or Becky Culp at 873-0930 

Congratulations to Mrs. Trietsch's class!! Her students were the winners of the Campbell's competition held before fall break.   
They will receive a frozen treat and have an opportunity to assist in selecting the Labels For Education gift for the school.  The  

competition was a great success collecting over 2,000 labels.  Good job PVE! 

Campbell’s Soup Competition 

Pleasant View PTO is proud to sponsor our Artist in Residence program! 
 
Rita Wrighton is a professional stained glass artist who will be coming to PVE January 4-15 to kick  
off our TAKE PART I) THE ARTS month. Students in grades one and two will work with  
Mrs. Wrighton and Mr. Miller to create mosaic stepping stones and students in grades three and four 
will work collaboratively on five large stained glass windows. Four of these windows will hang in  
PVE and the fifth window will be auctioned off during the silent auction at the Arts Fair on  
January 28th. Over the course of these two weeks, students will learn how to cut glass, soder and  
create beautiful works art with a professional artist.   
 
Mark you calendar for the Arts Fair on January 28th. There will be a live performance by the 4th grade drama club, hands on  
activities for children in the areas of art, music and physical movement, a cake walk and silent auction. Be the first to bid on an  
original stained glass window created by the students at PVE or a chance to join Mr. Smith for a day as the principal. 
 
Parent volunteers will be needed during the residency (January 4-15) and during the Arts Fair on January 28th. Look for a link  
coming home soon that will detail how you can sign up to help with your child’s class.  

PVE Arts Fair 

Remember to check out  www.pvepto.org  for the latest newsletter and minutes from  

recent meetings and fundraising links. 



PTO Canned Food Drive Was A Huge Success! 
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The PTO Food Drive was a huge success this year with over 3200 items collected for the Zionsville Food Bank.   
A big thank you goes out to all of our wonderful volunteers:  

Laura Prachar, Sue McAtee, Amy Muller, Cindy Strachan, Misty Byers, Amy Miller, Lyle Browne,  
Roxanne Murphy, Monet Jensen, Kara Ranieri, Rachel Christianson,  

Rebecca Cunningham, Lynn MacAbee,  Andrea Stevens, and  Dave Poindexter.   
Also, thank you to Mrs. Rust and Mrs. Vermillion who helped us in many ways...big and small. :) 

 
Gina Duffey and Kristin Marron, Food Drive Co-Chairs 

Cafeteria News 

We are located in a small room off from the Adventure Center (upper's old library)  
if you care to stop by and check it out. Our first theme is farming/camping.  

The students are enjoying the opportunity to explore using their senses.  
There are books to read (sitting inside of a tent), a puzzle to work on, a farm DVD,  

farm pictures, fall scented candles to smell and match to the appropriate card,  
field corn and soybeans to feel, a campfire to sit by, students can lie on  
a sleeping bag and look up at the stars... After the exploration, students  

are encouraged to write about their experience.  
 

A big thank you to the following moms for their help with this project:  
Rebecca Cunningham, Emily Mattler and Andrea Stevens. 

Donna Frecker, Reading Specialist 

PVE’s New Literacy Lab Is Open! 

Who would have thought that we could be approaching winter break and second semester! Where has the 
school year gone?  
 
We in the Food Service Department are very eager to see what the new year will bring! One thing that we 
know will occur is continuous improvement of our program. Believe it or not, this time of year has our staff 
eager for some new serving suggestions, right along with the students! As such, we will be making  
modifications in the menus at all schools and that will be for the time period starting after we return from 
winter break. Of course all the changes that we do make will adhere to the nutritional guidelines of our program  
along with the preference of our customers, the students!  
 
One specific item that we will be changing relates to the taco meat. You may be aware that our food service program requires us to 
be financially self-sufficient within the school corporation. As a result, we are continuously monitoring our expenses in all regards! 
One way that we can reduce food expenses is to serve taco meat made with pork rather than beef which we currently serve. It’s  
important to know that this product has been tested and approved by school aged children within our school purchasing cooperative. 
In fact, the seasoning is the same and is a similar situation to making seasoned taco meat with turkey rather than beef. For various 
reasons, we felt it important to share this information with you and in fact, it has been posted on our website under “Hot News” since 
October 21, 2009 with the notation “NOTE: Tacos may now contain pork!”.   
 
In these financially difficult times, we do find it necessary to trim expenses and yet we will not let the quality of the food suffer as a 
result. As simple as it may sound, we operate under the premise of “if we wouldn’t eat it, we won’t serve it”! 
  
As always, I encourage you to check out our website at www.zcs.k12.in.us/cafe/index.htm .  We believe there is a wealth of  
information on the site, one of which is the �utrition �uggets Newsletter! This document is one that we subscribe to and it is filled 
with tremendous and very informative suggestions on working to incorporate nutrition and fitness into a child’s routine. Your  
utilization of the newsletter helps us know that our money is well spent on this informative and fun filled document subscription! 
 
On behalf of the Food Service Department, we thank you very much for the support that you provide us on an ongoing basis; it is 
extremely valued. Have a great start to the New Year. 
 
 Jan Swander, ZCS Food Service Director 



Remember You Can Order Innisbrook Products All Year Long 
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The Zionsville Education Foundation (ZEF) is now accepting donations for its Eagle Honors program. 
 

Giving an Eagle Honor is a great way to say “Thank you” to a teacher, coach, bus driver, counselor, administrator, school secretary 
or anyone who has made the school year a success. A gift card with a personal message of thanks will be sent to the honoree(s) and 

their name(s) will be listed in the ZEF annual report. 
 

Your tax-deductible gift will fund grants to promote academic excellence in all Zionsville Community Schools.  For more  
information or to give an Eagle Honor, please visit the ZEF website at www.zionsvilleeducationfoundation.org or  

contact Lynn Kissell at lkissel@zcs.k12.in.us or 733-4805. 

ZEF Accepts Eagle Honors Donations 

Did you know? 
Last year, PVE earned over $1,500 in profits JUST from the sales off of the www.innisbrook.com website?  

That is in addition to our regular catalog sale! 

 
With the holidays fast approaching, be thinking about how you can continue to help our school AND get great holiday gifts too! 

 
For instance… Where can you get the BEST quality and value in gift wrap? 

Innisbrook.com 

Where can you get new and renewal subscriptions to your favorite magazines? 

Innisbrook.com 

Where can you find the best tasting, Godiva-like chocolates to give to your employees, co-workers, friends and family? 

Innisbrook.com 
 

Remember…you can order Innisbrook products all year long and help our school….go to www.innisbrook.com and enter our  
school number, which is 104667! 

Thanks to Erika Revercomb, Jenna Bowling, Dawn Firmani, Dawn Rank, Kirsten Wujek, Kristen Jones, Ann Cash, 
Yvette Mybeck, Ellen Schellnase, and Angie Campbell for helping with counting this month. You are wonderful!  
  
A huge thanks to Lynn Macabee who has put in endless hours.  Thanks for your hard work.  
  
Please continue to save your Campbell labels and Box Top labels. We continue to collect these throughout the year and your  
help is greatly appreciated.  Questions?  Contact Rebecca Cunningham at 769-0125 

Labels For Education 

Be an active participant in your child’s education - Volunteer for PTO. 
 

If you are interested in working with kids, organizing events, being a helper,  
baking at home or cheering each other on… PTO is the place for you.  

Contact Chris Squier at 769-4424 or csquier@indy.rr.com. 
 

PTO is getting volunteers in place to guide events and programming at school and  
your name needs to be on that list.  Please contact us today with your support. 

PVE + Parents = PTO 

 


